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BEST CZECH SKIING

| BY SUZY KOHOUT

The season for skiers’ and snowboarders’ mountain lust

is just around the corner. Nature was generous with the
Czech Republic when she shared out ski-able mountains
among the nations of Europe. Enthusiasts of snowy slopes
can place themselves in the winter splendor of the Czech
mountains by traveling from Prague one to four hours in
any direction. Some examples:

KRKONOSE

One of the most popular areas in the country for down-
hill and cross-country skiing, the Krkono$e mountains lie
less than two hour’s travel north of Prague. The resorts in
this area include Spindlertiv Mlyn (Svaty Petr), Harrachov,
Pec pod Snézkou, Cernd Hora - Janské Lazné, Prkenny
Dull - Family Skipark, Rokytnice nad Jizerou and more.

The Krkono$e include the Czech Republic’s highest
mountain, Snézka, 1600 meters high. It’s a traditional fa-
vorite for tourists and locals.

The village of Pec pod SneZkou is the gateway to Snézka.
From there visitors can take a cable car and capture mem-
orable views of the Krkonose region before reaching the
picturesque peak. Ski services at Pec pod SnéZkou have
merged with neighboring Cernd Hora, together forming
what is now known as the Skiarena Krkonose. For skiers
and snowboards this means a great deal; a single ski lift
purchase is valid at both resorts.

Skiareana has three cable cars, 22 ski lifts and almost
19 km of downhill skiing adventure. The modern lift tech-
nology at Pec boasts its ability to transport up to 8,750
skiers per hour. Skiers can also purchase a magnetic day
pass that extends evening skiing until 9 p. m.

Snowboarding enthusiasts at Pec can challenge them-
selves to the snowboard park at the Javor slope. The rela-

tively new park has cutting edge jumps, tricks and obsta-
cles. Other snowboarding parks throughout the Krkonose
range are Svaty Petr, Medvédin, Harrachov and Horni
Misecky.

Spindlertiv Mlyn is one of the most popular resort
destinations in Krkono$e, so much so that at times it’s
referred to as the pearl of the Krkonoge. Here skiers can
find more then 25km of day and night downhill runs
and cross country skiers have more then 100km of tri-
als available to them. Well-traveled skiers equally com-
pare the quality of Spindlertiv Mlyn to Alp ski resort
services.

At Harrachov, skiers can sail over 200 meters from
Harranchov’s largest ski jump. The area is home to eight
ski jumps. Each year Harranchov hosts international ski
jumping competitions.

Spindlertiv Mlyn and Harrachov also offer ayear-
round bobsled track.

JIZERSKE MOUNTAINS

An hour north of Prague by the town of Liberec rests the
Jizerské mountain range. It features 115km of marked
cross-country trails. Locals and tourists favor the Jizer-
skd route, the most visited of the cross-country trails. For
competitive cross-country skiers there is an annual Jizer-
skd padesétka race.

The most popular downhill winter center in the Jiz-
erské Mountains is Jestéd. It’s the tallest mountain at
Jizersky at 1,012 meters and is followed by Bedfichov.
These resorts cater to all levels of skiers. Unique to
Jestéd is its ski jump center, which hosted the 2005
World Championship competition. Jestéd is also a fa-
vored stop where visitors can purchase a package deal
that includes a ski-lift pass and entrance to the town’s
indoor aqua park.

Bedfichov is the gateway to 80 km of maintained cross-
country trails, known as the Jiserskd magistrala. It’s also
a downhill ski center for beginners and families. With
Bedrichov’s lighted slopes, skiers can continue well into
the evening.

SUMAVA

The breathtaking mountain range of Sumava, or the lungs
of Europe, covers western Czech Republic and reaches
across the German and Austrian borders. This Bohemian
Forest is a protected nature area that encompasses pris-
tine woods, natural streams and countless land varia-
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tions suitable for winter sports. Cross country skiers flock
to the Sumava region where 150-km trails are abundant.

Downhill skiers most appreciate the resorts of Zadov,
Spi¢dk and Kramolin find where slopes challenge the
beginner to intermediate skier. Other resorts include
Churanov, Kagperské Hory, Zelezn4 ruda, Novd Huf and
Kvilda.

The most visited ski resort in Sumava is Spi¢ak, which
locals say is challenging even for the most experienced
skiers. Here skiers and snowboards can purchase a two-
to-seven-day Sumava pass valid for all Zadov, Spi¢dk and
Kramolinfind ski resorts.

Zadov is most known for it’s intermediate to challeng-
ing cross country trails. It also provides a ski jumping
zone.

KRUSNE MOUNTAINS

AND ORLICKE MOUNTAINS

In northern Bohemia where the Czech Republic borders
Germany, skiers find smaller crowds and lower prices
in the Kru$né Mountains. The mountain range’s most
popular resorts, Klinovec and BoZi Dar, both provide ter-
rains park for snowboarders and a snow-tubing slope for
family fun. Klinovec includes a special area for children
where the ski lift is free. BoZi Dar is also popular for its
70km of cross-country trails.

Orlické Mountains lie closer to the Czech-Polish bor-
der. Here skiers also find fewer crowds and prices com-
parable to those of the Kru$né Mountain region. Destnd
and Ricky are two of the more popular resorts in the
area, with 80km worth of cross-country and downhill
skiing trails.
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JESENIKY AND BESKYDY MOUNTAINS

The Moravian mountains comprise Jeseniky and Besky-
dy. Downhill and cross-country seasons are known to
start as early as October and last until May. Both the
Bohemian and Moravian ranges ordinarily receive plen-
tiful natural snow. Overcrowding in Moravia is rarely
a problem due to the numerous resorts in this region.
Jeseniky is a huge Moravian range with some of the best
slopes after Krkonose. It’s a four-hour drive northeast of
Prague.

Pradéd at 1,491 meters is the highest mountain in the Je-
seniky region. Pradéd is known best for its cross-country
trials. Other preferred downhill and cross-country ski ar-
eas in the regions include Cervenohorské sedlo, Klepacov,
Hruby, Nizky Jesenik, Kralické and Ramzova resorts.

Jeseniky’s smaller sibling mountain range, the Besky-
dy Mountains, advertise ski runs for skiers with varied
levels of ability. The drive is about three to four hours east
of Prague. The most popular resorts for downhill skiers
are Pustevny and Béla. Some of the ski centers in this are
also offer night skiing.

Czech skiers say that Pustevny is one of the best ski
resorts in Moravia. The resort caters to all skiing abilities.
The slopes range from difficult to easy terrain. However,
this Moravian resort is also far more known for its 100km
scenic cross-country skiing trails and it’s slightly elevat-
ed close-loop trails for family cross-country ease. Cross-
country enthusiasts flock to the 52km trail, Lysohorska
or the 29 km route around Pustevny. =

More details are available at http://www.skiindex.com/
world/show_next.php?association=0&selected=95&menu
=81&set=20&layer=2



